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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Craig McEwen, Bill Schremp, Dan Mortensen, Paul Kennedy, Deb Ehster, 
Rex Zemke, and Village President George Peterson.  Also present: Administrator 
Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Clerk Elizabeth 
Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 
3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 

 
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 

 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes 
of July 22, 2019, Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes of July 22, 2019, 
Legislative Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2019, Board of Review Meeting 
Minutes of August 12, 2019, and Joint Review Board Meeting Minutes of 
August 20, 2019 as presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

5. Clerk’s Report: 
A. Applications, Licenses and Permits (as submitted) 

 
Motioned by McEwen/Mortensen to Approve the Applications, Licenses and 
Permits as submitted.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

6. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update of his department. 

• Sergeant Zwicky has been busy with the School Liaison Position along with 
Summer Road Patrol and Property Maintenance. 

• The Police Department received a donation in the amount of $1,300.00 from 
Applied Laser.  The funds will be used for new rifles in the squad cars that do 
not have a rifle. 

• Marathon County Sheriff’s Department along with other local agencies have 
upgraded their vehicle equipment (ie. cameras, radios, and sirens.)  With 
those upgrades the agencies have donated their used equipment to the 
Rothschild Police Department.   
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7. Discussion Regarding Possible Ordinance on Registered Sex Offenders within the 
Village: 
 
Due to some recent complaints by residents, Chief Hunt and Mr. Olsen would like to 
know if the Board would like to consider an ordinance pertaining to registered sex 
offenders who live in the Village.   
 
The Board is interested in moving forward with an ordinance, the Board would like 
to refer this to the Legislative Committee. 
 

8. Amending the Code of Ordinances Part I Administrative Legislation, Chapter 14 
Boards, Commissions, and Committees, Amending Section 14-4 Entitled “Board of 
Review”: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained that there were many questions that seemed to arise from the 
latest Board of Review meetings.  Most of the questions centered on the objection 
process.  Mr. Olsen did some additional research into the Board of Review process.  
Because of this research, Mr. Olsen found that the Village might benefit from 
changing our current ordinance regarding who is on this Board.  Mr. Olsen’s 
recommendations are to have the Village President, two trustees, the Clerk and the 
Village Administrator on the Board of Review.  Mr. Olsen also recommend adding to 
the Village Ordinance that all members of the Board of Review must complete the 
required training.  Mr. Olsen believes this will help clear up some issues that were 
experienced during the last three meetings for the Board of Review.   
 
The Board would like time to review the Ordinance in further detail.  This agenda 
item will be on the September 9, 2019 Village Board Meeting.   
 

9. Permission to Order Village Hall Replacement Vehicle for 2020: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained that in the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for 2020 is a 
replacement vehicle for the Village Hall.  There is $20,000.00 allocated for the 
purchase.  Mr. Olsen has requested quotes from surrounding auto dealers on a quote 
for a new 2019 Ford Escape.  Mr. Olsen would like permission to place the order for 
the vehicle.  We would not receive it until after the first of the year, but this will 
allow us to hold the price until the new budget takes effect.  If we wait until 2020, 
then the new 2020 Ford Escape will be more. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Ehster to Approve $21,000.00 in the 2020 Budget for the 
Village Hall Replacement Vehicle for 2020 of a 2019 Ford Escape and to Order 
the Car now.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
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10. Funding for Changes to Brown Boulevard Sign: 
 
The Board has discussed how some of the businesses are disappointed in the size of 
the individual signs and the amount of white on the new Brown Boulevard Sign.  Mr. 
Olsen asked for quotes to fix the sign to make it look better.  The original owners 
sold the company we purchased the sign from, so Mr. Olsen is now dealing with the 
new owners.  The new owners have been great to work with, but there will be a cost 
to fix the sign.  Mr. Olsen presented two options to improve the look of the sign.  
Option 1 keeps each individual sign the same size but fills in the white area.  The 
cost for option 1 is $6,300.00.   
Option 2 enlarges the individual signs and is the preferred option for the business.  
The cost for option 2 is $10,000.00.  The businesses have already paid for the 
original sign and Mr. Olsen does not believe we should charge them again if the sign 
is changed.  The funding for these changes can come from the TIF. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Kennedy to Approve Option Design 2 of the 
Improving of the Signs for the Businesses on Brown Boulevard in the amount 
of $10,000.00.   Questioned and carried 6:1. 
 

11. Becher Hoppe Levee Study: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained that there is an old levee spanning a portion of the Cedar 
Creek swamp that breached in 2010 on the south side of the Babl pond.  Mr. Olsen 
has been corresponding with the WDNR over what can and cannot be done to the 
levee.  Staff at the WDNR has stated that the levee appears to have been constructed 
just prior to the 1970 floodplain map adopted by the Town of Weston.  Therefore, it 
is grandfathered in and can be rebuilt, but working in the wetlands is another issue. 
The apparent general history of the levee per research is as follows: 
 

• Built under the approval of the then Town of Weston in the late 1960’s or 
1970; 

• Had Army Corps. approval; 
• Built by Berger Contractors;  
• The construction did consist of a Visqueen or plastic layer; 
• The levee spans from about the Wausau Tile area where the old subdivision 

was located to the Rothschild landfill slope; 
• The levee is mostly on private property and some Village owned lands; 
• The Village of Weston Sanitary Interceptor is placed under the existing levee. 
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Since the levee can be repaired, the WDNR recommended that perhaps the Village 
explore if an easement should be created and should the Village maintain it as 
necessary.  Mr. Vergara met with Becher Hoppe at the area of the breach and 
described what is occurring.   The meeting was part of a request that Becher Hoppe 
prepare an analysis and report on the potential flood protection of the system.  We 
want to know how the Village residences are affected in terms of storm events and 
the flood elevations (i.e. 10-year, 25-year, 50-year, 100-year, etc.) when the levee is 
functional.  The information gathered and compiled should reveal the actual impact 
of the levee to the Village.  The Becher Hoppe proposal is a lump sum cost of 
$7,500.00.  Funding for the project is proposed to be used from the stormwater 
budget in the general fund. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Allow Edward Skrzypchak to speak.  
Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 
Mr. Skrzypchak mentioned that the dike was built in 1968-1967 beginning at the 
landfill area to the Creske lots.  The dike was roughly 4 feet higher when built, and 
throughout time it has washed away causing constant flooding concerns in the area.  
Mr. Skrzypchak mentioned that the reason why the dike was built was because 
flooding was occurring from the River. 
 
Motioned by Ehster/Zemke to Approve the Becher Hoppe Levee Study in the 
Amount of $7,500.00.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

12. Margaret Street Project General Contractor Award: 
 
The Village held bid openings on August 20, 2019 for the Margaret Street Project.  
The project is separated into sub-projects: Project A, B, & C.  Project A represents 
Margaret Street, Project B represents the Reed Road area, and Project C is solely for 
Weston Utilities.  There were four qualified bidders that submitted bids for the 
project.  The engineers estimate for the project (not including Weston Utilities) was 
$1,975,509.00.  The bids received ranged from $1,720,488.00 to $2,373,217.00.  The 
low bidder was Switlick & Sons, Inc. for Projects A ($1,567,310.00) and B 
($153,178.00) totaling $1,720,488.00.  Mr. Vergara spoke to the DPW for Weston 
and he said he is agreeable to award the project to Switlick for all the work.  Mr. 
Vergara explained the letter of recommendation from MSA, Mr. Vergara concurs 
with the recommendation from MSA, and would like the Board to accept the low bid 
from Switlick & Sons, Inc. in the amount of $1,720,488.00 for the Margaret Street 
Projects A & B.     
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Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Margaret Street Project 
General Contractor to Switlick & Sons, Inc. in the amount of $1,720,488.00 for 
the Margaret Street Projects A & B.  Roll call vote: Craig McEwen – Aye; Deb 
Ehster – Ney; Paul Kennedy – Aye; Rex Zemke – Ney; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Bill 
Schremp – Aye; and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried 
5:2. 
 

13. MSA Construction Administration and Surveying Contract: 
 
As part of the Margaret Street Project work, Mr. Vergara requested that MSA 
propose their Construction Administration and Surveying Contract now that we are 
finally to that point.  The grand total of Construction Administration and Surveying 
is $212,600.00 or 12% of the project cost.  12% is considered about normal in the 
scope of municipal projects for this work. (Engineering costs were 9% of the project 
cost).  Mr. Vergara recommends approval of the MSA contract amendment in the 
amount of $212,600.00 for both the Margaret Street and Reed Road/Narlock Storm 
Project. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the MSA Construction 
Administration and Surveying Contract not to exceed $212, 600.00.  Roll call 
vote:  Paul Kennedy – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; Deb Ehster – 
Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; and Village President George 
Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

14. Yawkey Avenue Resurfacing Project: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained that the Village had budgeted $49,000.00 for 2” asphalt 
resurfacing of Yawkey Avenue from Third Street to Greenwood Drive.   However, 
given the fact that we have secured several grants for other street projects, Mr. 
Vergara recommends increasing the asphalt thickness to 3” which is a general 
standard on local streets as a preferred alternative.  After discussions with Mr. 
Olsen, the funding will be changed from the general fund to the CIP borrowed funds 
to cover the increased amount.  Mr. Vergara recommends approval of the American 
Asphalt contract for Yawkey Avenue in the amount of $72,960.00 and be funded by 
the CIP borrowed dollars. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Yawkey Avenue Resurfacing 
Project in the Amount of $72,960.00.  Roll call vote:  Dan Mortensen – Aye; Bill 
Schremp – Aye; Deb Ehster – Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Craig 
McEwen – Aye; and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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15. Purchase of the DPW Garage Floor Hoist: 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that during the 2019 budget, it was proposed and approved 
that $5,800.00 be carried into 2019 for the purchase of a garage floor hoist.  The 
new proposals are higher than what was carried over at $8,235.00 and expecting to 
increase to $9,000.00 by the end of the month.  The 2019 Garage Sub-budget has 
$14,615.00 remaining for capital equipment.  Mr. Vergara is requesting approval to 
utilize the $3,200.00 from the Garage Sub-budget to purchase the BendPak Floor 
Hoist.    
Motioned by Zemke/McEwen to Approve the Purchase of the DPW Garage 
Floor Hoist not to exceed $9,000.00 from the Garage Sub-Budget Account.  Roll 
call vote:  Bill Schremp – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye; Deb 
Ehster – Aye; Rex Zemke – Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; and Village President 
George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

16. Administrator’s Report: 
 
Administrator Gary Olsen gave a brief update. 

• George, Tim, and Mr. Olsen met with representatives from Schofield, Weston, 
and the County to discuss the needed repairs to Business 51.  After their first 
meeting, it was decided that they needed to have a meeting with the DOT 
again and this time have all the impacted municipalities in one room to 
discuss how the road would be repaired.  The municipalities wanted the 
process to happen faster than what the DOT was proposing.  During the 
meeting, it was decided that the best way to complete the project was to do a 
two-inch overlay in the fall of 2020 and then a pavement replacement would 
happen in the summer of 2025.  The overlay will cost $1.3 million and the 
replacement will cost approximately $10 million.  This was not the ideal 
situation for the municipalities, but it was the fastest the project can be done 
because it is a State and Federally funded project.  They did receive a 
guarantee that phase 2, the pavement replacement phase, would be 
completed. 

• Mr. Olsen did switch vendors for the Village’s computer needs.  The Village 
will now be utilizing Wildcard out of Stevens Point for these services.  They 
are currently working on a firewall for the Water Department. 

• The Tourism Commission authorized the hiring of a Tourism Marketing 
Director.  They completed interviews and have hired Leanna Holzom for the 
position.  Leanna will start on September 3rd.  Due to this new position, 
Village staff has moved offices around to accommodate an office for the new 
position. 

• The preliminary new construction number was released for budgeting 
purposes.  The new construction percentage for the Village is 0.68% which 
only allows an increase in the budget of $16,855.00. 
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• Mr. Olsen is currently working with the Legislative Committee to create a 
policy regarding how the DPW works around private property.  This policy 
will come to the Board once the Committee finishes with it. 
 

17. Administrator of Public Works Report: 
 

Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara gave an update on his department. 
• Perry Drive Resurfacing Project.  The Village crews milled and prepared 

Perry Drive for the it’s 2” resurfacing.  Final grading and resurfacing were 
completed by American Asphalt.  As part of the work, a low spot in the center 
of the roadway was to be reset in the base course by grading prior to paving.  
The grading was incorrect, and the result is a large amount of runoff is going 
to the down gradient homes on the street.  Mr. Vergara and Mr. deLong met 
American Asphalt onsite and they are considering repair alternatives.  The 
likely repair is placing a full lane wedge on the north side that will create a 
swale in the middle of the roadway like it was prior to the paving.  The 
Village crew will also be doing some additional topsoil restoration on the 
roadway adjacent to the gravel shoulder. 

• Water.  Fall flushing will occur the week of September 30 - October 4, 2019. 
• Zoning.  After some questions posed from the public and discussion between 

Mr. Olsen and Mr. Vergara, we have contacted North Central Wisconsin 
Regional Planning (NCWRP) to start discussions on what we feel is a missing 
zoning classification for the Village.  The issues that we feel need to be 
addressed are a change to Multi-Use in the existing R-1 (yellow) homes in the 
Pavilion Market Place concept area, and the C-2 (red) corridor along the 
Eagle Nest Boulevard.   This change to Multi-Use would represent a change in 
land use vision allowing high density residential development with 
commercial aspects.  Mr. Vergara explained an example zoning classification 
that was obtained from NCWRP and the American Planning Association.   

• Sidewalk Shaving.  The Village budgeted for sidewalk shaving.  Mr. Vergara 
has approved Safe Step, LLC to proceed and continue with our program.  
Their schedule is to be in the Village the first week of September.   

• Property Maintenance Update.  Dan Helgeson has been doing a great job at 
staying on top of property issues throughout the Village.  He has been 
working with Sergeant Jeff Zwicky on major problem sites which has been 
certainly making an influence on those stubborn owners. 
 

18. Committee Reports and Referrals:   
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned that the Aquatic Center did close this past 
Thursday.  Mr. McEwen did mention that a fundraiser was held two weeks ago.  
Culver’s donated frozen custard for the fundraiser.  The fundraiser raised roughly 
$2,500.00. 
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Trustee Dan Mortensen mentioned there will be a Finance Meeting on Monday 
September 9th at 4:00pm. 
 
Trustee Paul Kennedy mentioned there will be a Personnel Meeting on Monday 
September 9th at 5:00pm. 
 
Trustee Bill Schremp mentioned that REI did a site survey on the old Fire Station.  
Five Bugles will finish the survey and present the information in front of the Board. 
 

19. Presidents Report:   
 
Village President George Peterson gave a brief report. 

• Mr. Peterson is working on cleaning out his office that will be used for the new 
Marketing Director. 

• Mr. Peterson and Mr. Olsen attended the Chief Executive Conference last week. 
 

20. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Ehster to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:19 pm. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


